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FOURTH REPORT. 



The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the state 
of the Roads from London to Holyhead , and from Chester to 
Holyhead ; into the regulations for conveying His Majesty’s 
Mail between London and Dublin, and between the Northern 
Parts of England and Dublin , and between Dublin and the 
interior of Ireland ; and into the state of the Mail Coach 
Roads in Ireland ; and to report their Observations thereupon, 
together with the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them, 

from time to time, to the House; Have, pursuant to the 

Order of the House, further inquired into the Matters to them 
referred, and have agreed to the following REPORT : 

Y OUR Committee, in their First and Third Reports, have described 
to the House the state of the Roads from Holyhead to Chirk, at the 
boundaries of North Wales, on the Shrewsbury line; and from Holyhead 
to Chester ; in this Report they lay before the House a statement of 
the condition of the Road from Chirk, by Birmingham and Coventry, 
to London; showing what Improvements have been completed, what are. 
in hand, and what still remain to be undertaken, in order to render the 
whole of this Road as perfect as circumstances will admit of. 

In consequence of the recommendation of the Holyhead Road Com- 
mittee of 1817, the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury issued an order 
directing Mr. Telford to survey this Road, and report his opinion upon 
all variations and improvements that should appear to him to be practi- 
cable for making it shorter and more convenient for travelling. In pur- 
suance of this order, Mr. Telford gave in one Report on the 30th of 
June 1819, a- second on the 1st of June 1820, and he has lately made 
a third Report, dated 1st of May 1822. 

The two first Reports were laid before the House, and printed in the See Sew. Pap 
Session of 1820, and contain Plates showing the several variations- pro- 
posed by Mr. Telford between Chirk and London. The third Report 
is inserted in the Appendix to this Report, with Plates showing two very 
important variations by which the Road may be shortened nine miles. 

Immediately after Mr. Telford made his second Report in 1820, 
which contains the Plans and Estimates of his proposed variations, the 
Parliamentary Commissioners acting under the 55 Geo. III. c. 152, for 
the improvement of the Road from Holyhead to London, obtained an 
Act of Parliament, (1 Geo. IV. c. 70,) to aid in carrying those variations 
into execution. 

This Act provides, that if the Trustees of any part of the Road shall be 
willing to borrow Exchequer Bills from the Commissioners of Public 
Works, for executing any particular improvement, and to vest them in 
the hands of the Parliamentary Commissioners, the Parliamentary Com- 
missioners shall make a contract for the intended improvement, and 
manage the business of executing the works; but upon the condition 
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that the consent of a Committee of the Trustees shall be certified on the 
deed of contract before the contract shall be executed by the Com- 
missioners. By these provisions the Trustees have an opportunity of 
securing the benefit of the superintendence of the Parliamentary 
Commissioners over -the proper application of their money; and the 
advantage of Mr. Telford’s system of executing large works by his 
superior method of arranging the terms of contracts, and securing the 
faithful performance of them ; at the same time, that by possessing the 
power of giving or withholding their consent to the contracts, the 
Trustees enjoy a fu'l control over the Parliamentary Commissioners as 
to the improvement to be made, anil the expense to be incurred upon it. 

The Parliamentary Commissioners lost no time in endeavouring to 
give effect to the new Act, and to Mr. Telford’s Report. They 
appointed Sir Thomas Mostyn and Sir Henry Parnell as a deputation 
of their Board to confer with the several Trustees, and directed 
Mr. Telford, their engineer, and Mr. Milne, their secretary, to accom- 
pany them. 

These Commissioners attended meetings of ten of the Trusts, and 
succeeded in making arrangements with them for the most important, 
of the variations proposed by Mr. Telford. But the focal Acts of these 
Trusts (except in the case of the Stratford and Dunchurch Trust) did 
not admit of their borrowing money from the Exchequer Bill Com- 
missioners upon the terms prescribed by their Act ; and it therefore 
became necessary for the Parliamentary Commissioners to obtain a new 
Act of Parliament in the Session of 1821, to give effect to the arrange- 
ments that had been made between them and the Trustees. 

By this new Act, (the 1 & 2 Geo. IV. c. 30,) the Exchequer Bill Com- 
missioners are required to pay to the Parliamentary Commissioners 
the sum of 31,000/. and the Parliamentary Commissioners are required 
to apply the same to the works described in the Schedule of the Act, 
according to the provisions of the preceding Act of 1 Geo. IV. c. 70. 
Each Trust is enabled to raise additional tolls to pay, on its share of this 
sum, interest at the rate of 5 per cent, and a Sinking Fund at the 
rate of 2 £ per cent, per annum. The following Account, extracted 
from the Schedule of the Act, shows how the sum of 31,000/. was 
allotted. 

Hockliffe and Stratford Trust 
Dunchurch and Stonebridge ditto 
Stonebridge and Birmingham ditto 
Bilston ditto - 
Wolverhampton ditto 
ShifFnal ditto .... 

Wellington ditto - 



This sum was paid by the Exchequer Bill Commissioners to the Par- 
liamentary Commissioners in the month of June 1821. 

The Trustees of the Stratford and Dunchurch Road had been able to 
borrow, under their own Act, the sum of 8,0001. from the Exchequer 
Bill Commissioners ; this sum they vested in the hands of the Par- 
liamentary Commissioners, to be expended under the provisions of the 
1 Geo. IV. c. 70 ; so that the whole sum which has been received 
■ : v-‘ • ' ' : u.v 



£. 

7.000 

5.500 

4.000 

8.000 

2.500 

2.000 
2,000 

£. 31,000 
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by the Parliamentary Commissioners under the two Acts has been 
39,000/. 

In the course of the months of June and July 1821.;* the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioners made contracts, pursuant to the f Geo. IV. 
c. 70, for the improvements at Braunston Hill, Cuttle Mill Hill, Little 
Brickhill and HocklifFe ; and the works were commenced the beginning 
of August. 

The new Road at Cuttle Mill has been opened to the Public 
since last March ; that at Brickhill is now ready to be opened ; a 
considerable part of the new Road at Fourne Hill, is in use; and 
the progress made at these hills, near HocklifFe, and at Braunston 
is such, as to secure the completion of all these improvements by 
Michaelmas. All the work has been executed upon the same perfect 
principles as have been acted upon in North Wales by Mr. Telford ; 
and the terms of the contracts as to prices, having been in the first 
instance justly calculated, so as to give the contractors such returns as 
skilful and industrious men ought to have for their labour and time, 
there will be no exceeding of the sums stipulated for by them for 
executing these works ; at the same time, though they have had a most 
unfavourable winter to contend with, and great difficulties to encounter 
in obtaining materials, there will be no cause for them to complain of 
their bargains. 

The Parliamentary Commissioners were prevented by the Trustees 
concerned in the other improvements, from being able to make con- 
tracts for them before last March. In that month they concluded the 
business of completing contracts, pursuant to the provisions of 1 Geo. IV. 
c. 70, for the improvements at Ketley, Prior’s Lee, Cosford Brook, 
Summerhouse Hill, and Meriden Hill. • Considerable progress has 
already been made by the contractors at Cosford Brook and Meriden 
Hill. 

On referring to the statement of the w'orks to be executed with the 
sum of 31,000/. it will appear that no progress has been made with the 
proposed improvements connected with the Stonebridge and Birming- 
ham Trust and the Bilston Trust. These improvements relate to a 
new piece of Road from Small Heath Toll-bar to the bottom of 
Bordsley-street, in the town of Birmingham ; and a new Road of three 
miles in length across the collieries south of Wednesbury, from West 
Bromwich, to near Bilston. The first estimated at 4,000/. the second 
at 8,000/. 

The Parliamentary Commissioners have postponed proceeding with 
these improvements in consequence of the numerous defects which 
would remain on this line of Road, after expending so much money 
upon it, and also in consequence of having ascertained that a perfect 
line of road, two miles shorter than the present Road, may be made 
from the Canal Bridge at Moxley, west of Wednesbury, to Stonebridge, 
two miles west of Meriden. Mr. Telford describes, in his third 
Report, very minutely the defects of the present Road, and the 
superior character of the proposed new Road. The distance saved is 
two miles ; at the same time, that the hills at Bromwich, Soho, 
Birmingham and Small Heath are all avoided. 

Your Committee have to remark, that it may be objected to this new 
line that it passes to the North of Birmingham, and consequently that 
the town of Birmingham may lose some of the advantages it now has 
from the Irish travelling. But as to this plea in favour of local interests, 
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Your Committee conceive the point to have been already decided by 
former Committees, and by the proceedings of Parliament, so far as 
the communication between England and Ireland is in question. In 
the ciise of the new Road across the Island of Anglesey, by which the 
interests of some towns, said to be of great importance, and the whole 
property vested in a large Inn were altogether destroyed, Parliament 
passed an Act for making this Road, though a petition against it was 
.sent up from a County meeting, in order to protect the local interests 
connected with the old Road. The right of individuals in the ferries of 
Bangor and Conway, have on the same principle been taken away by 
Parliament: all these things have been done, and with good reason, 
and proper consideration for the public interest ; for if this principle 
was not to guide the Legislature, and the principle of attending to local 
interests was to predominate, the inhabitants of Northampton and of 
Warwick* or of Dudley and of Walsall, would have just as good a 
right to require the Holyhead Road to be brought through these towns, 
as the inhabitants of Birmingham or of Shrewsbury have of requiring 
it to be continued where it now is, sooner than suffer the Public 
to have a shorter Road by nine miles than the present Road. The 
principle which requires the public interests to be accommodated to 
the local interests, rests upon a very perverted notion of the legitimate 
object of a good Road ; those who advocate this principle must believe, 
that the right use of a Road is to enable Landlords to obtain high 
rents for their Inns, and their Tenants to make large profits from 
Travellers; whereas, the only true and proper object of a good Road 
should be, to enable Travellers to pass, in the shortest possible time, 
between any two places or points ; and with the least possible trouble 
and expense. Your Committee cannot imagine any thing more unjust 
and unreasonable than to make the long journey from Holyhead to 
London, still longer by ten or fifteen miles than it ought to be, in order 
to give to certain towns the profits to be made by the expense which 
this extra distance imposes in every year on ten or fifteen thousand 
Irish Travellers, who are obliged from business or the performance of 
some public duty, to perform this journey. 

Your Committee learn from Mr. Telford's third Report, that after 
the works now under contract are completed, many more improve- 
ments will remain to be made. 

1st. The improvement from the Toll-gate at Prior's Lee to the top of 
Knowles's Bank. 

3d. The improvement of the Hill east of the Summer-house. 

3d. The improvement from the village of Allesley to Witley Hall. 

4th. The improvement between Weedon and Towcester. 

5th. The western approach to St. Alban’s. 

6th. The improvement between South Mims and Barnet. 

7th. The improvement of Barnet Hill, and the Hill north of Whet- 
stone. 

Your Committee particularly recommend these improvements to the . 
consideration of the several Turnpike Trusts who are concerned in 
them. There seems to be no difficulty in the way of their obtaining; 
the necessary funds from the Exchequer Bill Commissioners, if they 
think proper to co-operate with the Parliamentary Commissioners after 
the example of the other Trusts, in respect to the manner of applying 
their Funds. Another Act may readily be procured in the next Session 
for securing the money that may be wanting ; and after the experience 
which the T rustees have had of tlie efficacy and success 6f the system 
which is pursued by the Parliamentary Commissioners, they may look 

forward 
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forward with certainty to the expenditure of the money in the most 
economical and satisfactory manner. 

Besides the improvements which have been mentioned as going on 
under the management of the Parliamentary Commissioners, Your 
Committee are informed that some of the Trusts had undertaken several 
very important variations under their own superintendence, previous to 
the passing of the Act 1 Geo. IV. c. 70. 

The St. Alban’s Trust in 1818 borrowed from the Exchequer Bill 
Commissioners a sum of 6,000 /. and made a new Road over Ridge 
Hill. This Road is a great improvement, and does great credit to the 
Trustees. It would, by this time, have been in excellent order, had 
Mr. James M c Adam, the Surveyor of the Trust, followed his own rules 
in selecting proper materials ; nothing but broken flint or pebbles ought 
to be. put on this Road ; according to Mr. Telford’s Reports, a con- 
siderable quantity of them is wanting to give the Road a proper 
degree of strength. 

The Bilston Trust in 1819 borrowed a sum of 3,000/. from the 
Exchequer Bill Commissioners, and made a new piece of Road, by 
which the street of Bilston is avoided, and the Road shortened 
a quarter of a mile ; this Road was made on a plan furnished by 
Mr. Telford, with a regular foundation, and of a proper form. The 
Trustees do not appear, according to Mr. Telford’s Report, to take 
proper care of this new Road. 

The Commissioners of the town of Wolverhampton have nearly com- 
pleted a new piece of Road from the Market-place, in a direct line, till 
it meets the present Road. This will be a very useful improvement, 
and is very creditable to the Commissioners. 

The Wolverhampton Trust in 1819 borrowed from the Exchequer 
Bill Commissioners 6,000/. and have made considerable progress in a 
very great work, by which the present dangerous Road up Tettenhall 
Hill will be avoided. 

The Trustees offered to place the management of this improvement 
in the hands of the Parliamentary Commissioners, but they declined to 
undertake it, in consequence of the Trustees refusing to adopt. Mr. 
Telford’s plan of making a short tunnel in place of cutting forty feet 
through the hill. It is now quite evident, that had Mr. Telford’s plan 
been acceded to, the work would have been executed at a less expense, 
in a much shorter time, and in a way to make the inclination of 
the hill more easy than it now will be ; on the whole, however, the 
Public will have reason to be greatly indebted to the Trustees for 
getting rid of perhaps the most dangerous and inconvenient hill upon 
the whole Road. 

The Wellington Trust have widened and improved a considerable 
length of this Road, under the able direction of Mr. M'Adam, with 
their ordinary road funds ; and the Shrewsbury Trust have lowered the 
hill at Emstree, near Shrewsbury. 

Your Committee, upon referring to the Reports of the Holyhead 
Road Committees of 1817 and 1819, are fully sensible how valuable 
the recommendations of those Committees have proved to the Public, 
supported as they have been by the persevering exertions of the 
Parliamentary Commissioners and the Legislature. Since 1817 a 
sum of 54,000/. of Exchequer Bills has been borrowed for the various 
improvements that have Been described ; the whole of which large sum 
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has 'befe'fi, ; or' soon 1 will ■ be, applied ini getting rid ,of .the: most inconve- 
nient obstacles to safe and rapid travelling, in ’a judicious and effectual 
manner, without any waste or wrong: application of .any part of the 
funds. Should the advice of Your Committee be, followed by the ,. 
Trustees,. of pursuing the same system in respect to obtaining new 
loans, till the remaining improvements proposed by Mr. Telford are 
all completed, this long line of Road from Chirk to London will 
not have a single hill upon it that may not he trotted over, even by 
a. pair of horses in a loaded travelling carriage. 

Your Committee have obtained from the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioners, a copy of Mr. Telford’s last Report upon the state of it, as to 
ordinary repairs. They find that a general reformation has taken place 
from one end of the line to the other, in respect to the mannei in 
which the surveyors execute their duty. It appears from the Re- 
port of the Committee of 1819, that the Trusts between London and 
Shrewsbury receive in tolls 38,010 1. per annum, from which deduct- 
ing 2,779 as the interest on their debt, there remains 35,231/. for 
repairing one hundred and fifty-four miles of mail road, and sixty-two 
miles of branch roads. Considering how large a contribution this is, 
and the great importance of this Road to the public interest, those 
who are appointed by Parliament as Trustees to take care of the 
proper application of this fund, could not, with any just regard to 
that interest, be suffered to neglect their duty, by allowing the Road 
to continue for ever, as it had been, not only a bad road, hut much the 
worst in England. From the great change which has taken place 
in the last twelve or eighteen months, it would appear that it was 
not from any indisposition on the part of the Trustees or the Sur- 
veyors to fulfil their duty, that this Road remained in so shock- 
ing a state; but from not knowing how to select and manage the 
materials, and to give the Road a proper form. This was so evidently 
the case, that the Parliamentary Commissioners found it absolutely 
necessary to direct Mr. Telford to appoint an experienced Engineer to 
reside constantly on the Road, to give instructions to the Surveyors; 
at the same time, the Commissioners printed certain rules, drawn up 
by Mr. Telford, for repairing roads : the consequences of these mea- 
sures have been the entire reformation, already mentioned, of all the 
Surveyors. The use of the Road-level has contributed to bringing the 
Road to a proper form ; this instrument should he constantly in the 
hands of the workmen, and never out of the mind of the Surveyor ; for 
the road will never be perfect so long as a single spot of its surface shall 
not he according to the exact line which is pointed out for its trans- 
verse or cross section ; on such a spot water will settle, and lead to 
large hollows or ruts. The reducing of the wide parts of the Roads to 
a breadth of thirty feet has been attended with great advantage ; the 
proper line oftransverse section can be, in this way, accurately preserved; 
and the business and expense of keeping the surface clean and in repair 
is much diminished. The Surveyors have every where abandoned “the 
■ancient system of gravelling*”, which they formerly followed. 1 By 
.taking proper pains, better materials have every where been obtained ; 
[these are, if composed of stone, broken to a proper size ; and if of gravel, 
[Sjorted ; so that only the pebbles are used, after being broken, for the 
eighteen centre feet of the Road. The Surveyors, however, have still a 
( great deal to do before they succeed in having their respective portions 
.p^the Road quHe perfect, as to form, and so strong as to continue frete 
ifrqrn, 1 rytep i jr||e |bllo\virig suggestions are particularly recommended to 
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1st. — To complete the business of lifting the Road, so as to gain the 
proper form, and get out of it all large stones. 

2d. — To make the whole breadth of eighteen feet in the middle of 
the Road of sufficient strength, by digging out the earth, and putting 
on thick layers of broken stones ; and also to strengthen the sides. 

3d.- - To drill the ruts with stones broken very small, as fast as they 
appear, never suffering a rut to get more than two inches deep without 
lilling it. 

4th. — To have all the heaps of road materials piled on the earth 
banks, that are outside the boundary line of the Road when formed to 
thirty feet in breadth, with proper side drains. 

5th. — To keep the drains which are formed by the angle of the slope 
of the Road, and the side of the fence or footpath, which are called the 
side drains, at all times free from dirt; so that the water may pass along 
them without being forced over the surface of the Road. 

6th. — To secure a sufficient stock of well prepared materials before 
the commencement of every winter ; so that all ruts may be filled as fast 
as they appear. 

7th. — To remove all banks of earth or road drift, all hedges and 
other fences*, and all trees that in the smallest degree prevent the sun 
from shining on the Road, or obstruct the free circulation of the air. 

Your Committee have inserted in the Appendix to this Report a 
circular letter, which was written, by the direction of the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioners, to the several Trusts, concerning the cutting of 
hedges and trees ; and they are glad to find from Mr. Telford's Report 
that immediate and general attention was paid to it. They observe, 
however, that Mr. Telford states that the Road is in many places still 
very much injured with the trees that stand in the hedges. The parts 
of Road where they are most destructive are, 1st. On the Wolverhampton 
Trust: west of Cosford Brook; near the Horns ; and at Wrottesley 
Park. 2d. On the Dunchurch and StoneBridge Trust: on leaving Coven- 
try for Dunchurch ; and the whole way from Knightlow Hill to Dun- 
church. 3d. In the Stratford and Dunchurch Trust : for one mile east 
of Dunchurch; two miles west of Daventry; along Nuneham-lane to 
Weedon; along a great part of the Road from Forster’s Booth to lowcester; 
and at many places between Towcester and Stratford. 4th. On the Hock- 
liffe and Stratford Trust : on both sides of Shenley. Of late several new 
plantations have been made on the south side of this Road, which in time 
will prove very destructive, and occasion a great waste of money and 
materials; Mr. Telford says in his Report, “ The Trustees should be Appendix, p. 83. 
aware that trees add at least 25 per cent to the expense of keeping a 
Road in repair; and therefore, that out of every 100/. they spend in 
repairing a Road sheltered with trees, 2 51 . goes to repair the injury 
which is occasioned by the owners of trees not removing them, and 
should be set down to their account.” 

Mr. Telford having stated in his Report that the Road under the Appendix, p. 79- 
care of the Birmingham and Wednesbury Trustees was in a very bad 
state, Your Committee ordered the Clerk, Mr. Crowther, to attend with 
the books of this Trust. They examined Mr. Crowther fully in respect 
to the funds of this Trust, and the general management of the Road. It 
appears that seven miles of the Mail Road and seven miles of Branch Appendix, p.68.70. 
Roads are under this Trust, and that the income of it is 2,327/- 5 s. from 
which is to be deducted about 13 /• for the weighing-machine keeper at 
Cordley, and 145/. per annum for interest on the deht ot the Trust, 
leaving a net income of 2,169/- 6s. per annum; as this sum will allow 
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of expending 230/. per mile on the Mail Road, and 80/. per mile on the 
•Branch Road, and as materials are abundant and excellent, the Trustees 
can plead no justification for having their Road in such bad condition. 
Your Committee have not been able to discover, from the examination 
of Mr. Crowther alone, or from the accounts which he produced, 
whether the fault lies with the Trustees in not providing their Surveyor 
with sufficient funds, or with the Surveyor in misapplying them. If the 
case be that the Surveyor has received sufficient money for maintaining 
the Road in good repair, then there can be no question about the expe- 
diency of remedying the evil, by immediately appointing another 
Surveyor in his place. Mr. Crowther attempted to account for the 
bad state of the Road from the number of heavy one-horse coal-carts 
that pass over it ; but to this plea Your Committee attach no value, 
because the Trustees possess sufficient funds, and have an oppor- 
tunity of getting any quantity of excellent materials to make a Road so . 
strong that no coal-carriage could injure it. This Road was formerly 
in very good order, when the same heavy one-horse carts were con- 
stantly upon it. 

Mr. Telford having also mentioned, in his Report, that the Street of 
Stoney Stratford was in a very dangerous state, Your Committee 
ordered Mr. Congreve, the Clerk of the Commissioners of Stoney 
Stratford, to attend them with the books of the Commissioners. They 
Apjn-ndix, p. 7 * - examined Mr. Congreve ; whose evidence is given in the Appendix. 

It appears that certain estates were many years ago bequeathed to 
Trustees for the purpose of repairing the Streets of this Town. That 
in 1801 an Act of Parliament was obtained to enable the Commissioners 
therein named to sell these estates, and to apply two-fifths of the pro- 
duce to the paving of the main street ; the remaining three-fifths to 
accumulate till they amounted to the original sum. 

These estates sold for 6,510/. 2 s. It is said that 2,321/. 8s. 7 d. 
was expended in paving 436 yards of the street of the breadth 
of .27 feet. It is also said that a sum of 572/. raised by subscription 
in 1811, was applied to this street; and another sum of 620/. in 1815; 
and that 60/. a year has been annually paid by the parish, making in 
all a sum of 4,653/. that has been by some means or other expended 
under the pretext of maintaining the public Road through the town of 
Stoney Stratford, and a small Bridge over the river Ouse. Your Com- 
mittee are of opinion that it is impossible that this sum could have been 
duly applied in the way it ought to have been, because there are 
several 0 .f its members who have been in the habit of constantly 
passing through the town of Stoney Stratford, who all concur in 
opinion that they never at any period, during the last nineteen years, 
saw the street in any other state than full of such a succession of deep 
holes and ruts, occasioned by a mixture of very large and very small 
stones, most unskilfully put together, as threatened to rend asunder 
every part of their carriages. As the three-fifths of the original sum of 
6,510 /. have again amounted to this sum, and the Commissioners have 
now the interest of it to apply to the improvement of this short length 
of the Holyhead Road, it is to be hoped that they will place the 
management of it in proper hands, and lose no time in lifting and new 
setting the part already paved, and in procuring limestone of a proper 
quality for repairing that part which is not paved. 

It appears from Mr. Congreve's evidence, that three years interest on 
the sum of 3,482 /. vested by the Commissioners in Exchequer bills, has 
been lost m consequence of the neglect of their solicitors to apply for it: 

\ ' ’ J ' ,/J " Your 
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\our Committee are of opinion, that this interest ought to be paid bv 
the Treasury. oh biiod . J 

A oui Committee have also examined Mr. Stable, the managing 
Director of the Highgate Archway Company. This Road Mr. Telford 
describes as being very much out of order. The excuse pleaded by 
Mr. Stable is want of funds, and the great expense attending the pro- 
curing of good materials. But if the sum, which Mr. Stable says is Appendix, p. 74 . 
expended annually, is skilfully and honestly applied, it is quite sufficient 
to make this an excellent Road. As Mr. Stable has informed the Com- 
mittee, that large quantities of flints have been purchased by the Company, 

Your Committee look forward to an early improvement of this very 
useful variation from the old Highgate Road. 

Mr. Telford, in his Third Report, made under the order of the 
Lords of the Treasury, mentions that he has surveyed a line of new 
Road, from Chirk Bridge to the Cock Inn, at Watling-street, by which 
the Hill east ol the Bridge at Chirk may be avoided, and the Road to 
London shortened seven miles. This line he represents to be free 
from hills, and to pass through a district of country particularly SeeAppx. p. 76 ; 
favourable for road-making. ‘ and Plate H. 

As this new line will leave out the town of Shrewsbury, the expe- 
diency of making it rests upon the same general grounds as those 
which have already been stated in the case of the new line from Stone 
bridge to Moxley. 

Your Committee have drawn up the following Statement, to show the 
whole saving of distance that may be obtained between Chirk aA'd 
London, by completing Mr. Telford’s improvements. 



SAVINGS OF DISTANCE. 

1 . The new line from Chirk Bridge to the 

Watling-street - 

2 . The improvements at Prior’s Lee - 

3 . The new line of road from Moxley, west of 

bury, to Stonebridge - 

4 . The new line of Road south of Coventry 

5 . The new line of lload into St. Alban’s - 

6 . The new line of Road from South Mims to Barnet 
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The distance from London to Holyhead has already been reduced 
from 264 f miles to 260, by making the new Road across the island of 
Anglesey, and other new Roads ; and it appears, from the above state- 
ment, that it may be still further reduced 10 miles 674 yards, making 
the whole distance under 250 miles. 



If that were to be effected, the following would be the results. In 
the first place, the journey between London and Holyhead might be 
performed in two days, at 125 miles each day, travelling post with a 
pair of horses, and without losing a night’s rest. Secondly, the mail 
might perform the journey at 8 A miles an hour, in 29 hours and 20 
minutes. This would bring it to Holyhead at 20 minutes past one 
o’clock in the morning : so that, with an average passage of seven 
hours and a half across the Channel j and allowing one hour for going 
from Howth to Dublin, the English letters would arrive in Dublin at 
ten o’clock on the second morning from London. 
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But the most important result of thus making it practicable to convey 
the London letters in 38 hours to Dublin, will be the increased facility 
of transacting the public business. That belonging to Ireland, connected 
with the executive government, may be settled in London ; and all 
matters relating to the Irish revenue, to which the Lords of the 
Treasury and Hie English Revenue Departments are or shall be made 
a party, may be as readily decided upon in London, and put into 
operation, as if they belonged to some English county. 

Your Committee entertain a very strong expectation that this lacility 
of communication between the two countries will, in the way now 
pointed out, contribute not only to a more early, direct and effectual 
administration of public business of every description in Ireland ; but 
also, that it will lead to the simplifying and consolidating the method 
of transacting it in such a manner as eventually to be attended with a 
considerable saving to the Public on official establishments. Should this 
expectation of Your Committee prove to be well-founded, all the money 
that has been applied to the improvement of the Roads, Bridges and 
Harbours belonging to this communication, will then appear to be a 
source of retrenchment and gain to the Public. This way, however, 
of considering the subject has not been the usual one that has been 
taken by those persons who have superficially examined it ; but let these 
persons recollect that so recently as in the year 1808, the Holyhead 
Mail Coach occupied 48 hours in its journey between London and 
Holyhead, and that the London letters were seldom delivered in 
Dublin before the fourth morning after their departure from London ; 
and then they must allow, that, if in the end they will arrive in Dublin 
in 38 hours, the money expended in securing this object has been well 
applied. Those persons also, who may be adverse to so great an inno- 
vation as that of conducting the administration of Irish affairs in 
London, will allow that the state of the case as to the means of 
communication between the two countries is so entirely new, as to 
make many reformations not only safe but essentially necessary, that 
before were quite unsafe and perhaps impracticable. 



17 May 1822. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Sir Henri/ Parnell, Burl, a Member of the Committee - - - p. 6j 

Mr. Stephen Falknor C row t her - - - . . . -p.68 

Mr. John I'rere Congreve - ------- p. ji 

Mr. David Henry Stable - - - - - . _ -p. 74 



Luna, 13° die May, 1822. 

SIR NICHOLAS COLTHURST, BARONET. 

IN THE CHAIIl. 



Sir Henry Parnell, Bart, a Member of the Committee. 

A RE you one of the Commissioners under the 55 Geo. III. for the improvement Sir H 1‘amAi 
J\ of the Holyhead Roads? — Yes. Burt. ’ 

What steps have been taken by them for the improvement of the English part of s ^ 

this road? — The Committee of the Session of 1817, recommended a survey to be (*3 May.) 
made of the whole of this line of road by Mr. Telford ; and the Lords of 
the. Treasury, in consequence, issued an order to him to make this survey; he 
made one Report upon the state of the road in the year 1819, and another in the 
year 1820; in the latter Report he gave plans for a great many variations and im- 
provements. The Parliamentary Commissioners, in order to assist in carrying those 
improvements into effect, obtained an Act in 1820 to enable the trustees who had 
the care of this road, to place the funds they might raise for making improvements on 
their respective portions of it, in the hands of the Commissioners, so that they might 
be'expended, subject to the superintendence of the Commissioners, under the imme- 
diate direction of Mr. Telford. After this Act passed, the Commissioners appointed 
Sir Thomas Mostyn, and myself, as a deputation to confer with the trustees, and make 
arrangements for carrying on the improvements ; Mr. Telford and our secretary, Mr. 

Milne, were directed to accompany us. We attended meetings of ten different trusts, 
and made arrangements with them for immediately proceeding with several of the 
variations proposed by Mr. Telford ; the trustees, however, were not able to obtain 
the necessary funds from the Exchequer Bill Commissioners, except in one instance, 
in consequence of the short period for which their local Acts had to run ; and there- 
fore it became necessary, in the Session of 1821, for the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioners to obtain another Act, namely, the 1 & 2 Geo. IV. c. 30. By this Act the 
Exchequer Bill Commissioners were required to advance the sum of 31,000 l. to 
the Parliamentary Commissioners, to be applied by them, according to the schedule 
of the Act, in executing various improvements agreed to be undertaken by the 
different trusts. Contracts were made by the Commissioners in the course of last 
July, for the improvements at Braunston Hill, Cuttle Mill Hill, Little Brick Hill, and 
at Hockliffe ; and in the month of March last, other contracts were made for the 
improvements at Retie}', Prior’s Lee, Cosford Brook, Summerhouse Hill and 
Meriden Hill; some of these works are already completed. The whole are in pro- 
gress, and will be completed in the course of next autumn and following spring. 

Are there any other improvements, except those you have mentioned, still to be 
made? — There are several others ; for instance, a continuation of the improvements 
now going on at Prior’s Lee ; at the hill east of the summer-house between Shiffnall 
and Wolverhampton ; near the city of Coventry ; at St. Alban’s ; between South 
Mims and Barnet; between Barnet and Whetstone. Mr. Telford has lately made a 
third Report, pursuant to the order of the Treasury, in which he points out, and gives 
the plans of two pieces of new road, one from Chirk, by Wellington, to the Cock 
Inn at Watling street, by which the road will be shortened seven miles; and another 
from the canal bridge at Moxley, west of the town of Wednesbury, to Stone Bridge, 
near Meriden, by which the road will be shortened upwards of two miles. 
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fourth report from select committee 



Sir If. Purnell, 
Bart. 



(13 May.) 



Have the Commissioners taken any steps for securing the proper repairs of tins 
road ? — When the Commissioners had to prepare plans and conduct the operations 
attending the improvements above described, it became necessary for Mr. Telford 
to employ an assistant engineer for this business ; the Commissioners took advantage 
of this circumstance to appoint him as their resident inspector of the whole road. 
Through him proper instructions have been given, as to the best method of repairing 
the road, to all the surveyors between London and Shrewsbury, and the consequence 
has been that an entire new system has been introduced and the state of the road 
very much improved. 



Jovis, 28 ° die Marti), 1822 . 



SIR HENRY PARNELL, BARONET, 

IN THE C II AIK. 



Mr. Stephen Falbior Crowther, called in ; and Examined. 



Mr. 

S. F. Crowther. 



(•jS March.) 



YOU are clerk to the trustees of the Wednesbury and Birmingham roads ? — I am. 

Mr. Telford in his last Report to the Parliamentary Commissioners for improvino- 
the Holyhead Road has stated that this road is generally very rough and irregular, 
and in most cases of imperfect shape, and not unfrequently so much broken up as 
to be evidently nearly worn out; he says there is little appearance of any effectual 
repair having been lately performed, nor are there any materials provided adequate 
to the support of a road of such unceasing intercourse; the Committee wish that 
you should inform them how it has happened that this road has got so much out 
of repair? — I do not at all attend to the repair of the roads; I am merely clerk 
and treasurer. I attend the meetings and enter the orders; but give no directions 
whatever. 

Have any complaints been made to the trustees as to the state of the road? — 
I have heard several people complain; Mr. Evett of Birmingham, one of the coach 
proprietors has spoken of it. The trustees are very anxious to have the road put 
in repair. 

What is the annual income of this trust? — The tolls from August 1819 to 
August 1820; the rent of a turnpike-house (not used as such at this time but set 
to a tenant) to Michaelmas 1820; and Cordley machine to Christmas 1820, after 
deducting money paid to the machine-keeper, at the Three Mile Oak, 2,115 /. 6 a-. 6 d. 

How many miles of road are in the care of the trustees?— Fourteen miles three 
furlongs and seven poles. 

How much of that is on the mail-coach road? — Seven miles three furlongs and 
eleven poles. 0 

Can you state what the sum expended by the year is upon this mail-coach road? 
— 1 cannot. 



Do you know upon what principle the gross sum is allotted to the respective 
roads? — I do not. 

Have you got the books with you ? — I have. 

Are there any orders in those books with respect to the repair of this part of the 
roadr Not as to this particular part of the road. On the 10th of April 1821 
there was an order made which I will read: “ That our surveyor shall not employ any 
greater number of labourers than fifteen ; and that he shall not pay any greater 
wages or earnings to any one labourer within any one week than at or after the 
rate of twelve shillings per week, to or for one labourer, until further orders shall be 
given to the surveyor by the trustees at a future meeting; also that no further quan- 
tity of stones shall be purchased or broken for the use of the roads until the pre- 
sent stock Of stone shall be broken and used ; and that no horse or team work shall 
be employed or done by the surveyor, until further orders from the trustees at a 
meeting There are more than fifteen men employed now, I have no doubt: 
1 think, from the last weekly bill I looked at, there were twenty-three men employed. 
1 recollect what was stated as a reason for an order being made as to the stones, 
fnnna f e ir ere L many Ia . r ge heaps ty the sicle of the road, which the trustees 

111W tk 1 j and wlshed t0 be used before any fresh materials were brought 
upon the road. 6 

What bills do you refer to?— The surveyor’s weekly bills. . 
ave y°u man y of those bills with you ?— I have several for the last twelve months. 

Can 
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Can you state what Sum has been expended on the road in the last twelve months? 

- — I cannot. I have tlic cash book with me: there are entries of all the money 
received and paid. 

Have the commissioners lately made any considerable improvement ih the road in 
respect to any hills? — Yes. 

State what they are.— By lowering the hill at West Bromwich and raising the 
hollow Way. 

What expense did those improvements incur? — I should think more than 1 ,000 /. 

Is that improvement completed ? — There are some parts by the sides of the road 
want levelling. 

Did the commissioners pay this out of their annual income ? — It has been paid 
out of the fund of the road. 

Without borrowing? — -Yes. 

Have the commissioners their whole fund at present at liberty for the general and 
usual repairs of the road? — Yes. The balance due from the treasurer at the last 
meeting (the 5th of March instant) was 194/. 95. 1 id. the money owing, as far as 
bills are delivered tome for payment, (there may be more) was 361 /. 12s. 1 d. 

What money have you still to receive in this year on account of tolls?— The 
monthly rents become due on the 15th instant. ‘I do not know whether the rents 
for this month are received ; the balance I spoke of was due on the 5th instant. 
There may have been money received and paid since, but the accounts are not made 
up subsequent to the 5th. 

Is there any difficulty in obtaining materials ? — None. 

To what do you attribute the defective state of the road, as far as you can form 
an opinion upon it?— Really, I am not competent to speak upon that subject. 

Are there not a great number of coal-carts upon it ? — A great number. 

Do not they carry great weights ? — Yes. 

What weight does a cart drawn with one horse carry into Birmingham? — I do 
not know ; I have heard the surveyor complain frequently of the injury done to the 
road by one-horse carts. 

Could you obtain for the Committee a return of the actual weights carried in 
small carts? — I think I could. 

Have the trustees any power of weighing them ? — I believe they have not ; 

I understand there is a special exemption in the General Highway Act. I think I 
have heard the surveyor say they carry near two tons. 

; What mortgage debt does the trust owe ? — 2,900/. 

What salary has the surveyor? — 100 l. a year. 

What is his name ? — James Bullock, junior. 

How many years has he had the care of the road ? — I cannot tell ; several years 
before 1 was appointed clerk and treasurer. 

Was not it repaired by contract till lately ?— It was repaired by contract for three 
years ; and the contractors were, I believe, to repair it to the satisfaction of the 
surveyor. 

Is that contract at an end now ? — Yes ; it expired the 1st of December 1819. 

How much did the different contracts amount to ?— The aggregate was 605/. per 
annum. . , 

How was the surplus between the amount of this sum and the produce of the tolls 
expended? — I have no other means of answering the question than by referring to 
the cash book. 



(2$ ,Marrb.) 



Sabbati , 30 * die Martij, 1822 . 

Mr. Stephen Falbior Crorvther, again called in ; and Examined. 

HOW many miles of the branch road are there under the care of the trustees, 
and to what places do they go? — From the Cross Guns at West Bromwich to the 
Nether Trindle near Dudley. 

How many miles is that ? — Three miles five furlongs and twenty-three poles. 

What is the next road?— From Great Bridge, West Bromwich, to the turnpike 
road near Bilston. 

How many miles is that?— Two miles four furlongs and seventeen poles. 

What other road is there ? — From Trouse-lane, Wednesbury, to Darlaston, five 
furlongs and thirty-six poles. 

Is there much travelling upon those branch roads ? — There is. 
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Mr. Of what description is it, coaches or carts ?— . Principally for the carriage of heavy 

5. F. Crowthcr. materials. 

- ^ £) 0 y 0U know what portions of the funds of the trust is applied to the repair of 

(30 March.) those branch roads? — I do not. 

Do you know what proportion of the tolls is received upon the mail-coach road ? 

I c ] 0 not ; as some of the gates on the mail-coach road are set with some of the 

gates wh,ich are not on that road ; the Holloway Bank gate, which is on the mail 
road, and the King’s Hill Field gate, which is not on the mail road, are set together 
for 455 /. per annum ; the Hill Top gate, which is on the mail road, and the Great 
Bridge gate, which is not on the mail road, are set together for 4,53 /. per annum ; the 
Three Mile Oak gate, on the mail road, is now in hand ; the income from it is very 
uncertain of course: it produced from the 6th of January to the 2d of February 
inclusive, deducting the gate-keeper’s salary, 17/. 35. 2 \d. The Soho Hill gate, 
which is on the mail road, is let at 621 /. per annum. 

Is not by far the greater part of the tolls collected on the mail road? — Yes. 

Do the trustees apply the tolls collected on the mail road altogether in the 
repairs of that road, or do they apply any part of them to the branch roads ? — 
There is no separate account kept. 

What were the tolls up to August 1821? — From the 15th of August 1 820 to 
the 1,5th of August 1821, 2,292/. 

Did the trustees receive any other income besides the sum of 2,292 /. from their 
tolls? — Yes; the rent of a turnpike-house, ,5/. 5s . ; and the Cordlfiy weighing 
machine produced 23 /. 7 s. for three quarters up to Michaelmas : at that rate it 
would be about 30 /. a year ; in one year the produce was 22 /. 1 s . ; in another year 
40 /. 1 8 

Taking the tolls at 2,292/. per annum, the rent of the toll-house at 5/. 5s. 
and the produce of the Cord ley machine 30/. a year, this gives a total of 2,327/. .5 s. 
as the annual income of the trustees? — Yes; from which is to be deducted the 
money paid to the machine-keeper at the Three Mile Oak weighing machine, which 
is a losing concern, about 1 3 /. 

How much interest do the trustees pay upon their mortgage debt? — 145 /. a year. 

Do the trustees allow the surveyor any sum by the week, month or mile, for 
repairing the road ? — No. 

In what way do you regulate his expenditure upon the road? — The surveyor 
produces bills from time to time at the meetings. 

Does the surveyor produce any estimate of the work intended to be done before 
the meetings? — He does not. 

Does lie receive any particular directions from the trustees for the work to be 
done? —I believe not. 

Do the trustees appoint any committee to examine the work he does upon the 
road ? — I believe not. 

In what way are the accounts of the surveyor examined? — They are examined 
at the respective meetings of the trustees; and if approved, they are signed by the 
chairman. 

What control is there over the surveyor; in what manner is the conduct of the 
surveyor placed under the regular control of the trustees, or is he left entirely at 
liberty to do what he pleases? — His conduct is of course discussed at the meetings 
if there is any occasion for it. 

In these discussions have you ever heard his conduct found fault vvith?— I can- 
not recollect any particular instance. 

Have none of the trustees complained of the present state of the road when he 
has been bet ore them ? — 1 think they have. 

While the road was repaired by contract was it a condition of the contract that 
the repairs should be done to the satisfaction of the surveyor? — I believe the con- 
tracts were in the way mentioned ; that the works should be done to the satisfaction 
of the surveyor. 

. How long is it since those contracts have expired, and the surveyor has had the 
management ot the road in his own hands? — The contracts expired on the. 1st of 
December 1819. 

Has the road been under the entire management of the surveyor since that time? 

—It has, 
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Jovis, 28 ° die Marty, 1822 . 



Mr. John Frere Congreve , called in ; and Examined. 

ARE you clerk to the commissioners for the improvement of the streets of J. F Cowrite 
Stoney Stratford? — I am. v. * 

What is the title of the Act appointing the commissioners ?— The 41 Geo. III. ; (98 March.) 

I do not know the chapter ; it was passed in 1801. 

What extent of road and street is under the management of the commissioners ? 

—I am not prepared to answer that correctly ; there is more than half a mile ; nearer 
three quarters than half a mile. 

Does not it include the whole street of Stoney Stratford ?— Yes ; up to about 
the centre of the bridge over the Ouse, near Old Stratford. 

What funds have the commissioners for improving this road? — The present 
fund which the commissioners have amounts to the sum of 6,510/. which is invested 
in Exchequer bills, under the direction of the Act of 41 Geo. III. until it can be re- 
invested in the purchase of lands, which will be done when an opportunity offers. 

This fund arises from the sale of certain charity estates which were sold by the 
direction of the said Act of Parliament. 

Were they bequeathed to the town for the purpose of this improvement? — Yes; 
many years ago ; near two hundred years ago. 

What is the reason that the street of Stoney Stratford has always been 
in such bad condition? — By this Act of Parliament the commissioners were 
allowed to sell these estates, and appropriate two-fifths of the produce, which 
amounted to 2,321 /. 8s 1 . yd. in the pitching and paving and improving the streets, 
which laid very low before this Act was passed ; and the remaining three-fifths, 
amounting to 3,482/. 2 s. 10 d. were directed by the Act to be invested in the 
•purchase of Exchequer bills until the interest accumulated to the amount of 6,510 /. 
being the produce of the sale of the charity estates ; the amount of the original sum 
for which the estates were sold; so that by appropriating the 2,321 /. 8.?. yd. 
which w as expended in pitching about two-thirds of the street, the trustees have 
from that time been without any fund for the repair of this street. 

How long is it since this town was paved? — It was done about 1802 or 1803 ; 
it was before I was at Stoney Stratford. 

Since that period no money has been expended in keeping it in repair ? — A very 
large sum has been expended, which was subscribed by the gentlemen in the 
town and neighbourhood, to the amount of more than 1,000/. within these 
Jew years. In the year 1811 the gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood gave 
to the trustees the sum of 572/. 6.y. 6 d. which was applied in repairing the 
bridge, which was at that time in a very dangerous state ; and in 1815 the gentle- 
men of the town, amongst themselves, on an understanding that the money should 
be reimbursed out of this fund, subscribed 620/.; the first sum of 572/. was 
given to the town. The gentlemen afterwards subscribed 620 /. it being under- 
stood that that should be liquidated by the trustees when their funds would admit of 
it, and that sum still remains owing to the subscribers. 

What has the parish contributed ? — The parish have regularly contributed their 
annual highway rate ; nothing more as a parish. 

What may that amount to in a year? — I should say from 60/. to 70/. but 
I am speaking entirely without book. 

During every year since 1803, when the town was first paved, has this been 
contributed by the parish? — I should say I believe it has; it has been always a 
bone of contention between the parish and the commissioners. It may perhaps 
appear incorrect upon calculation, unless I explain what has taken place as to the 
investment of the charity money ; the three-fifths, amounting to 3,482/. was in- 
vested in the purchase of Exchequer bills in 1801, and it did not accumulate so as 
to make up the original sum of 6,510/. until 1 820, taking very near nineteen years ; 
it would have accumulated in a much shorter space but for the loss of interest 
from the year 1802 to 1805; there were three years that the interest was lost. 

I merely notice this because the interest would otherwise have accumulated three 
years sooner. 

In what way ? — It was lost by the omission of the party, who had the management 
of those Exchequer bills, in not repurchasing at the time they became due, and 
reinvesting them. 

What is the length of the paved part of the street? — About five hundred yards. 
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Mr. It appears that these five hundred yards of pavement and other repairs of the 

J . F. Congreve, street since 1S01, have cost the following sums: two-fifths of 6,510/. making 
2,321/.; subscription for 1811, 572 /. ; subscription for 1815, 620/.; rates at 60/. 

(.« 1 arci.) per annum for nineteen years, 1,140/.; making the sum of 4,653/.? — Yes, calcu- 
lating as I do ; but I do not pledge myself that the rates have been regularly paid 
every year, for I know it has been a bone of contention ; but there are other parts 
of the town to which the rate has been applied ; there is a market-place ; the whole 
of the 572/. was expended entirely in the rebuilding of the bridge and erecting the 
iron fence on each side of it ; there are bye lanes at the back of the town which 
require to be kept in good repair. I perceive in the account of the subscription 
which is to be reimbursed, on the credit side, a payment of 52/. i6tf. for iron 
railing for the bridge. 

How was the paving done in the first instance, was it by contract? — It was done 
by contract I believe ; it was done before I was there ; a man of the name of 
Kirshaw did it. I should expect there is some entry in the minute book as to that. 

Is the whole of the interest now payable upon the sum of 6,510/. in the hands 
of the commissioners for improving the streets? — They are, at this time, in the 
receipt of the interest of the 6,510/, and they have received one year’s interest. 

Inform the Committee whether it is their intention to take any measures for 
altering the state of the road and street of Stoney Stratford ? — Their first receipt of 
interest was in the latter end of the month of January; and the trustees held a : 
meeting at the beginning of the month of February; at that meeting they directed 
the money so received, to be immediately appropriated ; it appeared upon a state- 
ment that the balance they then had in hand was 124/. 10 6 d. after paying a 
very long standing bill which had been occasioned by the annual purchase and re- 
investment of the money by the sale of the Exchequer bills. This business was in 
the hands of some professional men in London ; they made their charges, and those 
charges were paid off immediately on the receipt of the interest money, that left a 
balance of 1 24 /. in the hands of the trustees, who directed that tire 24/. 10 s. 6 d. 
should be applied to the payment of some small bills to persons who were very much 
in want of money, and that the 100/. should be laid out in the purchase of materials 
and in applying them to the immediate repair of the street; in repitching as far 
as it would extend; they also directed that the stones should be procured from 
Marston Jabbet quarry, in the county of Leicester. The kind of stones they have 
ordered are of these dimensions: from five to six inches wide on the surface, and 
from eight to nine inches deep ; that was the size recommended by Mr. Worthington 
who has been sending materials for that particular purpose to Coventry. 

Mr. lelford in his Report to the Parliamentary Commissioners represents the 
absolute necessity ot taking up the whole of the present pavement at Stoney Strat- 
ford, and replacing it in a proper and scientific manner so as to obtain a well-formed 
and sound-paved surface, for the accommodation of general travelling; will the 
commissioners be able with their funds to undertake such an improvement? — The 
commissioners have no power to borrow money upon the credit of their funds, 
therefore I conceive they would not, unless they had further powers granted to them 
by Parliament for borrowing money. 

The Committee on the whole may understand from you that it is the intention 
of the commissioners to take immediate steps for the improvement of the streets 
of Stoney Stratford? — Yes, so far as their funds will admit of it. I have cast my 
eye through the Act again, and I find that there is no power of borrowing money 
upon their funds. 

In what manner do the commissioners spend their money at present; under 
whose superintendence; have they a surveyor ?— No, they have not at present any 
more than the regular surveyor of highways for each parish ; but it is their intention 
to place it in the hands of some person well acquainted with paving, who is not yet 
determined upon. The Committee are aware that the commissioners have only 
been able for about a month to do any thing; the commissioners are very anxious 
to meet the exigencies of the case, but they feel their hands tied by this Act. 

Do you think the commissioners would agree to have their town improved 
upon the same plan as has been acted upon between the trustees of the Hocklifte 
Koad, and the Parliamentary Commissioners ; that is, by borrowing a sum of money 
in the first instance from the Exchequer Bill Commissioners, and vesting it to be 
expended under the directions of the Parliamentary Commissioners; at the same 
time with the consent of the town commissioners as to any particular plan? — r am • 
not able to answer that question ; I know the commissioners feel, that however 

anxious 
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anxious they may be to repair the streets and roads, they have not the power to Mr. 
doit at once ; whether they would like to be dispossessed of their trust, I do not J - Congreve. 
know ; I should say not. v -v 

The question went to the arrangement of a plan by which the mere practical (28 Marcb,) 
work of the new paving of the town should be executed in a skilful manner without 
interfering with their rights or setting aside the trust? — I understood the question 
to be, whether they would consent to borrow money upon the same principle as has 
been adopted by the road trustees, and place the management of the improvement 
under the direction of the Parliamentary Commissioners ; I think if any plan could 
be adopted to enable them to be possessed of a sufficient sum of money to put the 
street into proper repair they would very gladly accede to it. 

You have mentioned, that at one period there was a loss of interest on the part 
of the commissioners, in what way did that occur? — It occurred by reason of the 
non-renewal of the Exchequer bills from 1 802 to 1 805. 

Are those funds standing in the name of the Accountant General of the court of 
Chancery ? — Y es. 

In what manner does the management of them get into other hands? — I know' 
very little of Exchequer bills ; but I should suppose, those bills when purchased in 
the name of the Accountant General, are delivered over to the party who acts 
immediately on behalf of the commissioners, and that it is his business to watch 
those bills when they become payable. 

Do you mean to state that the original bills are handed over to the party interested 
on behalf of the commissioners? — Yes; when they are repurchased, they are 
handed over to the same gentlemen (Messrs. Philpot and Stone), who watch the 
time of the advertisement appearing for their renewal. 

Could not it be accomplished as well by allowing the securities to remain in the 
actual custody of the Accountant General? — Probably they do remain in the 
custody of the Accountant General ; here is the book of the Accountant General 
made up, and it appeal's upon his book what was invested in the purchase of Exche- 
quer bills ; and those bills I conclude are given to Messrs. Philpot and Stone, who 
watch the time for their becoming renewable. 

Has any application been made to endeavour to obtain the interest that you have 
been deprived of in consequence of the neglect of the person acting for the com- 
missioners ? — The commissioners presented a memorial to the Lords of the Trea- 
sury for the return of the interest money which was lost in the way I have ex- 
plained, and the Lords of the Treasury said they could not listen to the application. 

The road between Stoney Stratford and Old Stratford is entirely without any 
fence or protection, excepting at the bridges, is it the intention of the commis- 
sioners to put that part of the road in a more secure state ? — It is ; they are waiting 
for their funds ; it is their intention to continue the iron railing the whole length, 
but they must pave the street in the first instance ; that is the most crying evil. 

Have you any accounts of the receipts and payments of the commissioners ? — 

Yes ; I have an account of the receipts and payments, in the first instance, of the 
two-fifths of the original sum ; I have an account showing in what way that was 
applied ; I have an account showing the application of the gift to the town ; and 
I have also an account of the appropriation of the sum of 620/. subscribed by 
the town. 

Be so good as to state in what manner the commissioners became possessed of 
their present fund. — They became possessed of this fund by the sale of certain 
charity estates situate in the town of Stoney Stratford, and in the parishes ot 
Kelverton and Wolverton, in the county of Buckingham. 

How did they become possessed of those estates ? — They were given for those 
charitable purposes, and they have descended from time to time to the present 
trustees. 

By will ?■ — By will or deed. 

Who was the original donor r — I do not know, but they have been applicable to 
charitable purposes for more than two hundred years. 

Previous to the Act of Parliament, were they applicable to charitable purposes? — 

Y r es ; to the same purposes as the interest of the 6,510/. is now applicable, the 
improvement of the town. The Act merely recites that the trustees are seised of 
certain estates particularized therein for certain purposes ; the original trusts were 
these : “ In tru3t for the purposes of maintaining and keeping in repair the bridge 
and causeways, and the highways on both sides of the said town of Stoney Stratford, 
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Mr.' i anctalsorfcmAhe.discliarge-of the, fifteenth, or any other chfivge^to be (axed ol; Am posed 
F< Congreve. U p 0n the said town.” 

J The book you have laid before the Committee appears to . commence with an 

0* 8 March.) account dated January the 9th, 1802; on the debit side is the produce :of the 

sales of those estates, 6,510/. is that the same fund which the commissioners now 
have? — It is ; it has re-accumulated to that amount, after expending 2,327 /, in 
paving the town. 

This account appears to close on the 15th October 1807, have you an account 
from that period to the present time ? — No, I have not, further than the account of 
the expenditure of those sums subscribed by the town and neighbourhood. I pre- 
sume the Committee allude to the expenditure of any sums of money from any other 
source, for instance, the highway rates ; I have not those accounts. 

Have you an account of the expenditure of the sums subscribed by the town ? — 
I have. 

[The Witness was directed to furnish copies of the above Accounts.] 

How many commissioners are there ? — There are now residing in Stratford nine ; 
several of the trustees appointed some years ago have left the town and are hot 
resident in the county, but there are nine resident trustees. 

Who is their treasurer ? — Mr. John Oliver. 

What at present is the income of the trustees? — The interest of the 6,510 /. ; but 
that depends very much on the state of the market of Exchequer bills. 



Veneris , 24 ° die Aprilis , 1822 . 



Mr. 

1). II. Stable. 
\*4 April.' 



Mr. David Henry Stable, called in; and Examined. 

HAVE you the management of the road at the Highgate Archway? — As action 
director I have. 

The following is Mr. Telford’s observation upon the state of this road, made in 
the Report to the Commissioners for the improvement of the Holy head Roads on the 
1 9th of last March : “ Found the whole of this road in a very imperfect state, the 
surface irregular and apparently breaking up in many places ; and as few materials 
are provided for repairs, the future prospect is forbidding;” be so good as to inform 
the Committee how it happens that this road is so much out of repair. — In conse- 
quence of the limited state of our funds we are not enabled to procure materials in 
a sufficient quantity to put it into thorough repair, and consequently we are obliged 
to repair the road only where we find it absolutely necessary to do it. 

What income is derived from the tolls collected on that road? — About 2,500/. 
from the tolls, and the remainder consisting of about 300 /..from rentals. 

What part of this is expended on this road ? — We have always expended 420/. 
per annum. 

What is the whole distance ? — A mile and three quarters or thereabouts. 

That is nearly at the rate of 250/. for a mile? — Yes, much about that. 

What is the reason that a larger part of the tolls is not applied to the repair of 
the road ? — On account of our debt which is very considerable, nearly 40,000 /. 

Do you pay interest on that debt ? — Yes, we have paid a very considerable interest 
at one period ; we have fortunately reduced it, and now the greatest extent of interest 
is 5 per cent, in some instances three, in others four, the greatest extent is five. 

Do you make any dividend amongst the proprietors? — None, not a sixpence, nor 
never shall I am afraid ; the fact is, our expenses are such we can neither afford clerk 
or surveyor, our directors are obliged to take it in turn entirely upon themselves to 
attend to the business, and our meetings are held at each others houses to save 
expense. 

Have you any prospect of being able to lower the interest still further?— I am 
afraid not. 



If this road was to become very much out of repair would not the income of the 
company be very much injured? — Certainly. 

Would it not then be the interest of the proprietors to devote a larger sum to the 
repair of the road to avoid the loss of the toll r-I should think so ; but there is much 
cmticulty in bringing the gentlemen to think so ; we had great difficulty in reducing 
the interest as we have done; we had annuities at 12 per cent. 
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Is there any clause in the Act to secure the application of any part of the toll M'- 11 11 ■ 
to repair the road? — I believe so. ^ ' 

The road is under the direction of a private company? — Yes, entirely. It is i «4 April.) 
our decided determination to abandon the ray-stone we have used ; and make use of 
flint, and we shall get it up ih that quantity to enable us to put it in thorough good 



repair. r 

Have you ever proposed to the creditors to diminish the rate of interest ? — No, 
we never have ; it is only during the last two years we have accomplished what wc 
have done. 

Is there any considerable traffic upon the old road through Highgater— I should 
say not ; I am pretty sure there is only one four-horse coach that goes over the hill. 

Some few years ago was not there a considerable traffic ? — Very considerable. 

Is your road better than it used to be at that period ? — Decidedly ; it is now 
getting a bottom. 

Then the increase of travelling by the arch-way road is to be attributed to the 
improvement of the road r— Certainly; the post-boys and coachmen all say so; and 
they are the best judges. 

If the road is suffered to go much more out of repair than it is at present, may not 
this traffic be lost and the benefit of it to the creditors ? — I should think so. 

If the creditors would forego their interest for one year, upon the condition oi 
being repaid as the funds hereafter would admit, would not such an arrangement 
enable you to put the road in better repair, and give them better security for their 
money ?— Certainly, I have no doubt about it. 

Are the creditors very numerous? — Not as to the large debts; the large debts 
lie in a very narrow compass: the Hope Insurance Company, myself, and Mr. Nash 
the architect ; then there are some floating bonds taken by the proprietors at large ; 
they are only in 50/. bonds. 

Would it be matter of any considerable difficulty to call together the creditors to 
make some arrangement of the nature alluded to ?— No ; except that the parties 
would be very averse to lower their interest. 

What materials do you use?— The road originally used to be repaired with 
gravel; within these last two years the company have repaired the road with such 
material, consisting of stone, as they could procure near London ; they have within 
the last six months procured a quantity of Kentish rag which has not answered 
their expectations, and they are now procuring a quantity of flint stone from the 
neighbourhood of Weymouth, which they trust will enable them to repair their road 
with effect. _ 

On what terms are you able to obtain that flint ? — To be delivered at White 
Friars Wharf at 7 s. a ton, broken fit to be put on the road. 

How much will it cost to bring that material from the Wharf to the road ?— 
Including wharfage and cartage I should consider about 5^. a ton. 

Could you not get flint cheaper by the Grand Junction Canal from the neighbour- 
hood of Berkhampstead ?— I have not inquired as to that point. 

Of what quality is this flint?— It appears to be exceedingly hard and very good 
indeed. 

Is it a black flint?— It is more of a greyish flint; it is a dark-grey. 
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